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Canera Phones Link Wrld to Wb
By Chris U brich

Technol ogi sts have | ong dreaned of a clickable world, where nmachine-
readabl e tags |ink physical objects to the universe of information on
the Web. That dream cane closer to reality this nmonth with the rel ease
of Semacode, a free systemthat |lets canera phones convert bar codes
into URLs.

In many respects, bar codes nmake ideal URL tags. Ink and paper are
cheap. Translating URLs into bar codes is easy. Unfortunately, hardly
anyone owns a Web-enabl ed bar-code reader. (...)

Canadi an programer Sinon Wodsi de, the creator of Senacode, had been
tinkering with nodified CueCats when he started to consider the
possibilities of using canera phones as bar-code readers instead.

Mar ket penetration would take care of itself, he reasoned. Equi pped
with the proper software, the canera phone woul d nake a dandy URL bar -
code reader.

(...)

Semacodes thensel ves are standard URLs in the form of two-dinmensiona

Data Matrix bar codes. A Java applet on the Semacode site transforns

text URLs into Semacodes. In turn, the downl oadabl e reader for canera
phones transl ates Semacodes into URLs and | oads theminto the phone's
browser. The process requires little nore than centering the Senacode
in the canera's display and pressing a button.

But unlike the conmercial products, Semacode is an open system Rather
than putting a tollgate between the physical world and the Wb,
Senmacode sinply bridges the two.

(...)

What do you do with Senacodes? In theory, you can stick a Semacode on
any physical object about which people want nore information. At San
Franci sco Bay Area transit stops, people have pasted Senacodes |i nking
to real-tine arrival information from NextBus. This week, the art group
etoy will issue Semacoded uniforms to 500 children participating inits
etoy. Day-Care-2 project at the N euwe Doneinen arts and architecture
festival in Ansterdam A quick scan of the uniformwould link to the
children's Wb page with real-tinme informati on about them (...)
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